CORE TOPIC: KEY COMPETENCES ACCORDING TO KEY DOCUMENTS

“As globalisation continues to confront the European Union with new challenges, each citizen will need a wide range of key competences to adapt flexibly to a rapidly changing and highly interconnected world.

Education in its dual role, both social and economic, has a key role to play in ensuring that Europe's citizens acquire the key competences needed to enable them to adapt flexibly to such changes.”
Recommendation of the European Parliament and Council 2006
The focus of the core topic is KEY COMPETENCES in relation to the European Recommendation on key competences for lifelong learning (2006) and it is organized in three paths regarding the indepht-analysis of the following competences:

· the communicative competences (learning path 1)

· the relational competences (learning path 2)

· the language competences (learning path 3).
The third path is also referred to Indicazioni per il curricolo (2007) and stressed the progressive awareness of the language competence of teachers and students through reflective, creative and motivating activities.

The target is the language teacher of Lower Secondary School, either with a permanent or temporary contract, who has been teaching for some time and consequently has already got a certain amount of class experience. 

Concerning the method the three learning paths are connected together and are examples of classroom research, defined by Nunan (1992) as “a research context... rather than a particular method”. It’s a qualitative approach that adopts informal research methods (observation sheets, checklists, self and peer assessment sheets) rather than formal research methods (interview, questionnaires).

The overall aim of the project is to bridge the gap beetween research and practice by presenting meaningful opportunities for teachers and learners. The intention is to demonstrate that the reflective practioner model can be effective to take the theory building into action, to disseminate best teaching practices, to maintain and develop expertise for a continuous professional development.

The first learning path is intended to provide an overview for teachers-in-training and to offer them opportunities to engage their students in real communicative activities. The second learning path is intended to help teachers to find and reflect on strategies to be used to lead students to develop cross curricular competences as suggested by the Recommendation and to integrate them in their syllabuses. The third learning path considers reflection as a point of view in Language Education. Through thinking, studying, comparing different theories in teaching English, teachers become aware of outcomes of learning: processes and products. 
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