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Why arts for inclusion?

“Children come to school as integrated people
with thoughts and feelings, words and pictures, 
ideas and fantasies. They are intensely curious
about the world. They are scientists, artists, 
musicians, historians, dancers and runners, tellers
of stories, and mathematicians. The challenge we
face as teachers is to use the wealth they bring
us.“

Linda Williams, Teaching for the Two Sided Mind



Why art for inclusion?

• Hundreds of experiences throughout Europe and in 
the world of using arts in education as a succesful
means to foster integration, mutual appreciation
and respect show us that it is high time to 
overcome spot intervention and TRANSFORM 
GOOD PRACTICES INTO POLICIES FOR CHANGE.

• We need evidences to convince  education policy 
makers that arts in education can make the 
difference in building Europe fo all.



What have we learnt?

• In classrooms divived along lines of national, 
cultural and language barriers, arts contributes to 
create common space of interaction, creativity, 
knowledge and competence sharing

• Reckoning migrant children’s own forms of art, their
cultural heritages, and giving them hospitality in the 
classroom contribute to class building and foster
migrant children’s self esteem

• Artistic activities are about sacrifice, discipline and 
“learn by doing” in a pleasant and non competitive 
manner.



What have we learnt?

• Teachers and artists work together and mutually learn in 
terms of contents and didactics. Opportunities of 
continous learning and recognition of different
approaches are key in art-based project in the School.

• Art language passionate and involve families, no matter
their educational background. The beauty of arts in 
practice, manipulated by children leave no space for 
exclusion

• Art can take many forms, that all develop emotional
intelligence: music, theatre, dance, circus, painting, 
sculture, digital design… There is no end to creativity



What professional
profiles?

Arts in the classroom stimulate collaboration and mutual learning
among different disciplines and contribute to innovative didactics:

Mathematics and music

Thatre and Languages

Dance and Geography

Circus and phisical education

Visual arts and History

Graphics and Technology

Yoga and Psychology

And many more…

Teachers and artists learn with pupils and facilitate transformative
processes



Strenghts… but also
weaknesses

Art-based projects are:

 Not reckognized as part of the formal learning
process, but seen as “extra-school” activities

 Almost never in the national curricula

 Difficult to sustain economically and depend on 
continuous fund raising and on volunteers

 Not always carried out in collaboration among
teachers and artists

 Seldom evaluated in terms of educational impact



Minority Education through Art 
(META) Erasmus KA3 project

• META is based on the idea that arts improve students' 
motivation, concentration, confidence, teamwork, cognitive 
ability, critical thinking, verbal skills, among other key
competences. 

• META aims at providing an in-depth knowledge of effective
methodologies and tools that use different art forms to 
reduce disparities in learning among students of migrant
backgrounds or pertaining to minorities groups including
Roma.

• META collects good practices, develops and evaluate an 
innovative and collaborative teaching and learning
methodology for European teachers

• META advocates for inclusion of art-based learning in 
educational policies at EU level and in national curricula
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MUS-E® as of today

• 13 countries

• 523 schools

• 703 artists

• 44.610 children



MUS-E Methodology

-Inspired by the educational
musical concept developed
by Zoltán Kodály (1882-1967)

-Menuhin extended Kodály’s
concept by adapting it to the 
current realities of multiculturalism
and focusing on the importance
of the practice of all art forms from
different cultures.

Kodály Method  uses a child-developmental approach to sequence, introducing skills in accordance with the 
capabilities of the child. Outside of music, it has been shown to improve perceptual functioning, concept 
formation, motor skills and performance in other academic areas such as reading and math



Why arts integration

 Closes the achievement gap 

 Makes learning fun

 A strategy that is easy to implement – (all social levels) 

 (Rabkin & Redmont, 2005)

 Increased concentration

 Better cooperation

 Higher comprehension

 More self-esteem

 Better results

 The arts make students want to learn
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Mission

To build innovative methodologies to add the arts 
and creativity in to primary schools through the arts, 
as a key component of every school subject 



Why?

To support :

• Creative abilities

• Self-expression 

• Learning abilities

• Transversal competencies

• Engagement

• Fun





How?

Building :

• A methodology

• In-service teacher training course

Sample course for primary schools:

• Literature/poetry in mathematics

• Drawing in history

• Music in science

• Dance in languages







Arts for Roma Children 

LLP transversal programme Key Activity 1 –

Promoting the Integration of Roma in and through 

Education
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ART4ROM

The ART4ROM project has addressed  the following needs:

-Improvement of Roma and non Roma disadvantage 
Children’s access to education

-Equal and better life learning chances

-Enhance Roma’s active citizenship, foster intercultural 
dialogue   and social cohesion



Methodology

Introducing arts in schools and Roma 
settlements  in order promote access to 
education and a tolerant attitude to ethnic, 
cultural and religious 

differences .

Participate in the prevention of social 
exclusion, violence and racism through 
practising the arts

Principle

The arts help children to discover and 
develop their creativity 

Practical Art creates new relationship within 
our own personality and between us and the 
external world



The ART4ROM impact

• 6 European countries

• 300 children 

• 7 Roma and non Roma artists 

• 30 teachers and cultural operators

• 3 public events organized by the project partnership
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Project challenges

1.Achieving the consensus among the Romani communities leaders.

2.Involving the Romani mothers for supporting the participation of their
children to the project activities.

3.Increasing the self-esteem of  young Romani population by  reducing
the self victimisation attitude due to  the historical and violent  racial  
persecutions and discriminations through music.

4.Raising the awareness of Romani boys and girls about their own values 
and talents..



Added Value

1.The project builds on a multidisciplinary European 
partnership that has worked collectively using cross-
fertilisation of approaches in order to develop musical, 
pedagogical and mediation practices that can be used 
trans-nationally.

2.The lessons learned from the Music4Rom project has  
promoted European and international debates related to 
the integration of Romani and of other minorities in 
Europe.



Added Value

4. The Music4Rom model is used as tool to promote social inclusion of 
other minority groups living in Europe in then new approved project 
META.

5. In the project the music is used as a mediation and education tool, 
enhancing the self esteem  of the Romani children and teenagers and 
their mothers.

6. Public performances and events organized by the partner 
organizations during the project has been replicated after the end of 
the project.



The tree of experiences
and proposals

• Please take 10 minutes of your
time to tell us your art story and 
be ready to share it:

Use the pre-printed copy!

• Where and when?

• How? Which forms of arts?

• With whom?

• How it contributed to overcome
barriers among children from 
different backgrounds?

• What have you learnt?

• E-mail contact and organization



The tree of experiences
and proposals

• The facilitator will collect the 
papers and stick them to the 
wall

• Everyone will be asked to 
stroll along the wall and visit
the tree

• Facilitator will randomly
invite the author to tell
his/her story

• Will add new questions and 
ask more questions from the 
public

• The key words and concepts
will be written on the 
computer and be visible to all



Why we should all advocate
together for the same cause?

• E-twinnings is a space for exchange of experiences
and innovative ideas

• Traditional teaching, where it stil exists, has an hard 
time in managing differences: in learning styles, in 
experiences and aspirations

• Critical masses of teachers and learners can make a 
change if their action is well documented and 
evaluated

• Europe is full of best practices that should be more 
visible and appreciated. Let’s go for it!



Contacts

• Gilda Esposito, UNIFI

gilda.esposito@unifi.it

Cinzia Laurelli, IYMF

cinzialaurelli@gmail.com
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